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A SERVICE FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

GREETING 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

He has given us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead. 

 

God has claimed us as his own: 

He has made us light to the world. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

HYMN – Love Divine, All Loves Excelling - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGGcqhKShQ8 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God, 

your Son has opened for us 

a new and living way into your presence. 

Give us new hearts and constant wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE 

Christ our Passover lamb has been 

sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all 

malice and evil 

and confessing our sins with a sincere and 

true heart. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGGcqhKShQ8
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Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant 

Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and 

unbelief. 

 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived by the light of our own 

eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST BIBLE READING – Acts 8: 26-end 

 

THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases: 

God’s mercies never come to an end; 

 

they are new every morning: 

your faithfulness O Lord is great. 
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You are all that I have: 

and therefore I will wait for you. 

 

You are good to those who wait for you: 

to all those who seek you. 

 

It is good to wait in patience: 

for the salvation of the Lord. 

 

Glory to God, Source of All Being, 

Eternal Word and Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now; 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

GOSPEL READING – John 15: 1-8 

 

REFLECTION – by Gill Oplocky 

Sermon for Holy Trinity I am the Vine. 

There are 44 references to the vine 

1 Kings 4:25 Verse Concepts 

 

So Judah and Israel lived in safety, every man under his vine and his fig tree, from Dan even to 
Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 

 

We are introduced to the picture in John 15 v 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. Jesus explains the imagery right from the start. 

He is the vine and God is the vine dresser. When Jesus says he is the true vine he is contrasting 
himself from the vine of Israel. It is easy to sit under your own vine or fig to be shaded from the 
heat, but if it is your own you become solo not united in or as with Jesus united in and with God, 
as God encouraged his Son to live and feel and be part of not separated from Him. 

 

Jesus was showing his disciples the importance of a believer’s relationship with him. There are 
many false vines in our world now as then, manmade substitutions to God religion and 
philosophies that have no life, making them false vines. The tempting things that dazzle made to 
pull us away. 

 

If we are to remain fruitful, we have to stay connected to the vine cut off from it we cannot bear 
fruit. Being part of a vine means staying connected, in relationship with, and intimate with in 
receivership. In heavenly love abiding. 

 



4 
 

The power of love by Celine Dione second verse says; I hold on to your whole body And feel each 
move you make Your voice is warm and tender A love that I could not forsake. Another verse says 

 

Even though there may be times It seems I'm far away, Never wonder where I am 'Cause I am 
always by your side. 

 

If you are growing with vine then these verses have a ring of truth. 

 

When I first started my ministry, my incumbent said come on Gill play the game in other words this 
is an invitation to join the game; participate, to live fully alive and yes it altered my life. 

 

My connection came about by the goodness and holiness of Jesus, as it flowed in me and so 
staying with the vine, we become an extension of His life, love and holiness. It becomes a 
relationship of union, just as a branch is united to the vine our growth comes from the goodness of 
the vine.  I was told to put down roots by another teacher to let them go deep. 

 

The depth of love affects relationships with one another, the love and the goodness become a 
basis of food and strength, life giving, abundant and overflowing showing Jesus love. 

I hold on to your whole body And feel each move you make may be construed as sexual but I 
would say when the wind blows over the vine all the leaves and branches ripple and flutter and 
that’s what staying in the vine means, connected to Jesus feels like this, he receives so we can 
receive gifts of the spirit . We are abiding in. In heavenly love abiding! 

 

In Hampton court near London, there is a vine plant under glass It is about a thousand years old 
and has one root that is at least two feet thick. Some of the branches are two hundred feet long. 

 

Because of skilful cutting and pruning that, one vine produces several tons of grapes each year. 
Even though some of the smaller branches are two hundred feet from the main stem, they bear 
much fruit because they are joined to the vine and allow the life of the vine to flow through them.  

 

Abiding in the vine makes the difference. 

 

Our churches are going through a time of change due to this Pandemic; do we fall away? Or do 
we stay connected do we abide and stay part of his vine? 

We must continue to trust in, the word of God to dwell in us richly, so that Jesus can follow through 
on his promise to us, that we will produce much fruit. 

 

"Love is like a tree, it grows of its own accord, it puts down deep roots into our whole being." - 
Victor Hugo. 

 

Love sends you where you need to be for Gods Glory. Philip was sent to the Eunuch’s caravan to 
explain the scripture he was reading, eager to learn is good. Once Philip’s job was done, he was 
whisked away. 
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In Acts 11 v- 25 Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul when he found him, he, brought him to 
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The 
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

 

People must have seen that they were connected to the vine, Jesus with the out pouring of love, 
care that they gave to the people. As Christians they would show the love of God. 

 

William Barclay says for some people abiding in Christ will be a mystical experience which is 
beyond words. For most of us it will mean constant contact with him. It will mean arranging our life, 
our prayer time, and silence, in such a way that there is never a day when we give ourselves a 
chance to forget him, 

 

Finally, we must note that here there are two things laid down about a good disciple. First, he 
enriches his own life; his contact makes him a fruitful branch. Second, he brings glory to God; the 
sight of his life turns people’s thoughts to God who made him like that. 

God is glorified, when we bare much fruit and show ourselves to be disciples of Jesus. 

 

The greatest glory of Christian life is that our life and conduct we can bring glory to God. Amen                                                                                                 

Gill Oplocky 

 

 

HYMN – You Are The Vine - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hw5En1VoYYw 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith  

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 

Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles; 

this we have received, 

and this we believe. 

Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hw5En1VoYYw
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We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 

 

Jesus, light of the world, 

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations … 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, bread of life, 

give food to the hungry … 

and nourish us all with your word. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 

be with us and all who follow you in the way … 

Deepen our appreciation of your truth 

and fill us with your life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 

recover the straggler, 

bind up the injured, 

strengthen the sick 

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you … 

Raise us with them to eternal life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us, 

accept our prayers, and be with us always. 

Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
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Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the  

world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN – Led Like A Lamb - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DZvps7EnEo 

 

BLESSING 

May Christ, 

who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 

fill us with his new life; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

be among us and remain with us always.  

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DZvps7EnEo
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We are raised to new life with Christ: 

Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Amen. 

 

Material for this service was taken from 

Common Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2000; 

New Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2008; 

A New Zealand Prayer Book (HarperCollins) © The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia 1989; 

Living Stones: The All-Age Resource for the Revised Common Lectionary Year A (Kevin Mayhew) © Susan 
Sayers 1998. 

 

 


